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SUBJECT: THE NEED FOR A NEW AMBASSADOR TO SWEDEN 

1 . IT IS IMPORTANT FOR US-SWEDISH RELATIONS TO ANNOUNCE A 
NEW US AMBASSADOR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

2. READERS WILL DISCERN IMMEDIATELY THAT THE CHARGE HAS 
EXCEEDED HIS AUTHORITY IN SENDING THAT MESSAGE. THEY WILL 
ALSO NOTE THAT HE HAS NOTHING TO SAY THAT THEY DO NOT ALREADY 
KNOW. BUT I FEEL THAT US INTERESTS ARE AFFECTED AND THAT I 
HAVE A DUTY TO SAY SOMETHING. 

3. NEARLY ALL COUNTRIES SHOW GREAT TOLERANCE FOR US WHEN WE 
CHANGE ADMINISTRATIONS AND TAKE OUR TIME NAMING NEW AMBASSADORS; 

THE SWEDES CERTAINLY DO. IN MANY COUNTRIES IT DOES NOT MATTER 

A GREAT DEAL IF THERE IS A GAP. I SERVED AS CHARGE IN PRAGUE FOR 
ALMOST A YEAR BETWEEN AMBASSADORS, AND DID NOT FEEL ANY SERIOUS 
HARM WAS DONE US INTERESTS. 

4. IN SWEDEN THERE ARE SPECIAL LOCAL FACTORS IN THE EQUATION. 

DURING THE VIETNAM WAR WE WITHDREW NOT ONLY OUR AMBASSADOR 
BUT OUR DCM, AND MEMORIES OF CHILLY RELATIONS ARE STILL 
FRESH (ESPECIALLY SINCE THOSE WHO RAN THE SWEDISH EMBASSY 

IN WASHINGTON IN THOSE DAYS ARE NOW PLAYING A DOMINANT 
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PART IN RUNNING THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IN STOCKHOLM). WHEN 
PALME FELL FROM POWER LAST FALL, THERE WAS EXPECTATION 
THAT US-SWEDISH RELATIONS WOULD PICK UP EVEN MORE. 

5. THE LAST AMBASSADOR ONLY ARRIVED IN MAY 1976 AND BECAME 
FAIRLY OBVIOUSLY A LAME DUCK AFTER THE DEMOCRATS WON IN 
NOVEMBER. HE LEFT IN APRIL, AND DESPITE A PLETHORA OF 
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PRESS STORIES ABOUT THE NEW US AMBASSADOR (UNFORTUNATELY 
NOT PUTTING THE REPORTED CANDIDATE IN THE BEST LIGHT), WE 
ARE THREE MONTHS PAST INAUGURATION WITHOUT ANYONE BEING 
NAMED. THE SWEDES ARE BEGINNING TO WONDER, AND TO ASK US 
AT THE EMBASSY, WHY THE DELAY. THE LONGER IT GOES ON, THE 
MORE DANGER THERE WILL BE THAT THE SWEDES WILL FEEL 
SLIGHTED, OR SEE A POLITICAL MESSAGE WHERE THERE IS NONE. 
HAPPILY THERE WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN THE 
SITUATION TO FOREIGN MINISTER SODER WHEN SHE COMES TO 
WASHINGTON JUNE 29, BUT IF THE NEW AMBASSADOR SHOULD NOT 
BE ANNOUNCED BY THEN, EXPLAINING WILL BE HARD. 

6. MAYBE YOU ARE GETTING LOTS OF MESSAGES URGING YOU 
TO HURRP UP NAMING AN AMBASSADOR TO THEIR COUNTRY. I 
KNOW THE PROCEDURES ARE COFPLICATED AND TAKE TIME. I ALSO 
KNOW SWEDEN IS NOT THE CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE. BUT THIS 

IS ONE COUNTRY WHERE DELAY IS HURTING OUR INTERESTS, AND 
WHERE FORTUNATE CHANCES ARE IMPROVING BILATERAL COOPERATION 
WILL SUFFER IF THE DELAY CONTINUES. 

7. SO WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, IT IS IMPORTANT FOR US-SWEDISH 
RELATIONS TO ANNOUNCE A NEW US AMBASSADOR AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 

PERRY 
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